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For ALL the Saints 
by Rev. Kim Wood 


For all the Saints who from their labors rest, 

Who to the world their steadfast faith confessed, 

Your name, O Jesus, be forever blessed. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
(New Century Hymnal, p. 299) 


Over the past couple months, | have been humbled 
to be present with several of our Southeast 
Conference congregations during their anniversary 
and homecoming celebrations, including: 


Belvidere United Church of Christ in Belvidere, TN 

First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ in Atlanta, GA 
RIM (Real Inspiration Ministries) Fellowship UCC in Atlanta, GA 
First Congregational Christian Church, United Church of Christ in 
Montgomery, AL 


Each time of gathering and worship was unique to that faith community's 
history and traditions. Each celebration honored those who had received 
God's vision to start a new congregation and those who stepped out on 
faith and toiled and sacrificed to make that vision a reality. They lauded the 
many who had followed the Holy Spirit’s lead to take the Gospel out into 
the community. They praised God for what was, what is, and what is yet to 
come. In some cases, the commitment to be church together and church 
for others began many generations ago, while in others, the generation of 
those who began the journey still hold hands with the generations who 
have emerged. In each case, as it has been for so many of our church 
settings in the Southeast Conference, UCC, these congregations have 


https://us17.campaign-archive.com/?u=01d4c5139f7be9d4d4ff4c6 3a&id=b32cc0f006 Page 1 of 13 


SECUCC Conference Connection: November 1, 2022 2/20/23, 5:21 PM 


acknowledged and celebrated the homegoing of faithful servants along the 
way. 


All Saints Day is one of the ways that many congregations traditionally 
celebrate the lives of those who have left earthly life during the previous 
year. This season, | am reminded that, over these past couple years, many 
of our families and congregations have been inundated with farewells, 
funerals and memorials, and missing voices and faces around the table. 
And so, we praise God for our beloved who have entered into God's 
eternity. The toll has been great. But | also thank them for not only 
ministering in their time but for leaving us with ideas yet to be realized, 
hope to move us forward, and encouragement for others to pick up the 
mantle and listen to the Still-Speaking God that the community of Jesus 
followers might continue to serve and love to the fulfillment of God’s 
Realm. So thanks be to God for those people who have come before us, 
leaders and servants in the ministry of Christ! And thanks be to God for 
God's people today, singing and dancing, preaching and teaching, reaching 
out and drawing together, serving as each has been gifted to the Glory of 
God! Whether we have gathered for over 150 years or a few short months, 
may we celebrate that God is in our midst and has provided us with both 
roots and wings to do justice, love and practice kindness, and walk humbly 
with God in Christ’s holy name. 
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PLACED A TIME CAPSULE BENEATH 
THIS PLAQUE IN © : 
022;AS A PART OF ITS 
150TH CHURCH ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATION TO BE OPENED IN 2072 
AS APART OF THE 200TH 


CHURCH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIO; 


Photos from top left: Bishop Elect Sonya Williams at RIM's 14th Anniversary 
celebration; Valerie Coe-Lowder and Kim Wood at First United Church of Christ, 
Belvidere TN Homecoming; Attendees from the Southeast Conference at 

the UCC Antoinette Brown Society Clergy Women's Leadership Conference in 
Decatur, GA: Kim Wood with Dwight Andrews at First Congregational Atlanta's 
155th Anniversary celebration; and a plaque installed for First Congregational 
Christian Church, UCC, Montgomery's 150th Anniversary. 


News from the Conference Office 
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From the Generosity Coordinator 
by Min. Carrole Moss 


Greetings and blessings, we made it thru summer 
and | am really enjoying the cooler weather. 


Friendly reminder: The fourth Sunday in November is 
the first Sunday of Advent and our offerings for The 
Christmas Fund begins. This fund for Veterans of the 
Cross and the Emergency Fund is a Special Mission 
Offering that our congregations have been 
supporting for over 100 years. The offering is 
administered through the United Church Board for 
Ministerial Assistance, the charitable arm of the 
Pension Boards. These funds provide direct financial support to those who 
serve the church and are facing financial difficulties. 


THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST is the church the world needs today! The 
world needs a church that proclaims, “No matter who you are, wherever 
you are on life’s journey, YOU ARE WELCOME here.” We believe the UCC is 
such a church. Our Still-Speaking God invites us to be bold, to think 
creatively, and to be innovative in our ministries. Our Church's Wider 
Mission (OCWM) Basic Support funds all the ways we strive together to be 
the church the world needs. 


We appreciate all the ways you continue to support all of our initiatives. 
Together we are stronger, our reach wider, and our commitment to be the 
church the world needs. 


Don't forget to set your clocks back on Sunday, November 6th, 2022. 
"Spring forward, Fall back." 


Please continue to invite me to your churches! Continued blessings, AS WE 
JOURNEY, TOGETHER:;.:: 


https://us17.campaign-archive.com/?u=01d4c5139f7be9d4d4ff4c6 3a&id=b32cc0f006 


2/20/23, 5:21 PM 


Page 4 of 13 


SECUCC Conference Connection: November 1, 2022 2/20/23, 5:21 PM 


Southern Regional Women's Retreat 


by Rev. Heather Fosburgh, Assoc. Conference Minister 


It was wonderful to gather again for the Southern Regional Women’s 
Retreat in mid-October at the beautiful Camp Weed in Live Oak, Florida. 62 
women from the Florida, Southern, South Central, and Southeast 
Conferences gathered for the first time in three years for a relaxing time of 
learning, crafts, exploring, worship, and community. “God of Mystery-Spirit 
of Hope” was the theme that guided our worship, reflection, and learnings 
together. 


The Rev. Dr. Karen Georgia Thompson, Associate General Minister of Wider 
Church Ministers and Co-Executive of Global Ministries and Operations of 
the UCC, was the Keynote speaker. Rev. Dr. Thompson shared with us areas 
of mission the UCC is working alongside, especially around the troubles 
refugees are facing in our world, and challenged us with ways that we can 
support this ministry. The Rev. Vonshelle Beneby invited us to look at who 
is not at our tables in our churches and challenged us to examine the 
obstacles we create in our churches due to our prejudices. The Coalition of 
Immokalee Workers also shared their ministry and work towards safer and 
more equitable working conditions for farm workers. 


The weekend was full of learning but also opportunities to play, meet new 
friends, and reconnect with old ones. The Planning Committee (the 
wonderful women in pink) did a wonderful job planning this year’s 
gathering, and thank you to the Florida Conference for hosting. The 
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Southeast Conference will be hosting the next gathering in 2024, and if you 
would like to help craft our time together, please reach out to Heather. 


Ordination of Thomas Mitchell 


The Commission on Ministry and 
Church of the Savior invites you to 
the Ordination or Thomas Mitchell 
on November 12, 2022 at 2:00 pm 
at Church of the Savior in Knoxville, 
Tennessee. The service will also be 
livestreamed, so check our 
Facebook page for details. Clergy 
are invited to robe and stole (red). 
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Community 


Prayer List 


We are continuing the process of praying for authorized ministers, 
congregations, and ministry groups throughout 2022. We encourage you to 
include these prayer requests in your local church newsletter, share them 
with your prayer circle, and include them in your own prayers. 


Week of November 6 


e Covenant Community Church; Birmingham, Alabama 
e Lawrence Clark 

e James Johnson 

e Bruce Schoup 

e Jan Whiteman 

e Valencia Jackson 

e Brian Byrne 


Week of November 13 


Pilgrimage UCC; Marietta, Georgia 
Woody Clark 

Myrtle Johnson 

Heidi Schuler Jones 

Samantha Jo Snellgrove 


Churches in Transition 


First Congregational, Savannah GA; Trinity Congregational, Athens AL; Holy 
Trinity Community Church, Nashville TN; First United Church, Belvidere TN; 
Pleasant Hill Community Church, Pleasant Hill TN; Deer Lodge 
Congregational Church, Deer Lodge TN; Brookemeade Congregational, 
Nashville TN; Rush Memorial, Atlanta GA; Sandy Creek, Lafayette AL 
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News from Our Local Congregations 


Two Southeast Conference Churches Join Forces for 
Jackson, MS Water Crisis 


by Maic D’Agostino published on Oct 26, 2022 by United Church of Christ News 


When the Rev. Shelli Poe lived in the heart of Jackson, Miss., she regularly 
received warnings to boil her water. “I used to live in Fondren, (a 
neighborhood) in the middle of Jackson, and we would be under boil water 
notices every other week,” she said. 


Poe serves as the pastor of Safe Harbor Family Church, a United Church of 
Christ congregation in Clinton, Miss., a suburb of Jackson. She's joining 
fellow local faith leaders in calling for immediate action to address the 
crisis. 


To aid its neighbors, Safe Harbor Family Church received a $3,000 Solidarity 
Grant from UCC Disaster Ministries. The church plans to turn the grant into 
$100 gift cards for 300 individuals to offset some of their costs from the 
water crisis. 


Another $3,000 Disaster Ministries grant to help Jackson residents was 
awarded to RIM (Real Inspiration Ministries) Church in Atlanta. With it, the 
congregation purchased bottled water, water filters and cleaning supplies 
for many families in Jackson. 
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Read the full article on the UCC website 


Retired Servants Dive into the Mystic 
by C. L. “Curly “Stumb, Southern Conference, UCC 


“We often forget that our Holy Creator equipped us with GPS long before 
we knew or used that acronym. Sometimes | call it ‘God Positional System,’ 
or ‘Guidance Provided (at your) Service,” said Lerita Coleman Brown (PhD). 


Brown joined Retired Servants from Southern and Southeast Conferences 
at Blowing Rock Conference Center, and introduced to many and explored 
for others the life of Howard Thurman: Mystic and Model for Contemplative 
Living and Sacred Activism. 


As Southeast Conference member Joyce Myers Brown says, “it was a 
WONDERFUL retreat we experienced this week and | covet a similar 
enriching, inspiring, energizing, challenging experience for even more of 
our SEC folk in 2023!” 


Read the full article on the Southeast Conference website 


News from the Wider Church 
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BASED ON THE TRUE STORY 


TILL 


NOW PLAYING ONLY IN THEATERS 


UCC's "Join the Movement" Offers Resources for the 
Viewing of New Movie, "Till" 


The United Church of Christ's Join the Movement toward Racial Justice 
initiative is encouraging churches and congregants to “continue the sacred 
work of Mamie Till-Mobley” by “leaning into this story in new ways.” 


Through an invitation on the Join the Movement website, churches are 
urged to engage with the movie and continue the conversation. They are 
being offered access to an educational resource, a historical and faith- 
based study guide curated by the Samuel DeWitt Proctor Conference in 
Chicago, which represents a cross-section of progressive African American 
faith leaders and their congregations in the U.S., and the Center for 
Reparatory Justice, Transformation and Remediation, housed at McCormick 
Theological Seminary. 


“Their hope is that this educational resource will ignite a faithful communal 
vision and inspire actions of change,” the JTM website invitation reads. 


The Join the Movement initiative has purchased licenses for 600 
downloads to give as many communities as possible access to the “Till” 
discussion guide. In addition, this JTM page offers additional resources so 
that churches can plan their own study events. 


Trainings, Conferences & Events 
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2023 Winter Youth Retreat 


With continued COVID-19 mitigation efforts, the efforts of our churches, 
and the staff at the Blowing Rock Conference Center we are pleased to 
announce that we will be holding WYR 2023. Our friends from Alethea will 
be joining us for a weekend of storytelling, experiential education, service, 
and of course fun in the snow on January 13-16, 2023. Registration is now 
open. Group Leaders, please click here to register your full group. The early 
registration fee until December 1, 2022, is $185.00. All registrations after 
December 1, 2022 are $200.00. We look forward to seeing you on the 
mountain. 


Climate Ambassador Training 


How do we link our faith to the climate crisis? How do we effectively talk 
about climate change with others? What opportunities do we have to make 
a difference in our local churches and communities? These questions and 
more will be addressed in the Blessed Tomorrow Ambassadors Training 
Program that is being offered by the United Church of Christ and 
ecoAmerica. This free, virtual, interactive training will take place on 
Saturday, November 5th from 11:00 am to 3:00 pm ET. Featured presenters 
include the Rev. Carol Devine, the Rev. Dr. Brooks Berndt, the Rev. Emma 
Brewer-Wallin, the Rev. Michael Malcom (of the Southeast Conference!), 
and Andrew Wells-Bean. Training participants will receive a free copy of 
Berndt’'s book, Cathedral on Fire: A Church Handbook for the Climate Crisis. 
Learn more and register here! 


Interim Ministry Classes and Training 
by Rev. Marvin L. Morgan 


There appears to be an increasing demand for "trained interim pastors" 
within the UCC. | am pleased to announce, through a special arrangement 
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through the Center for Congregational Health (where | currently serve as a 
faculty member), to offer the combined (IM1 & IM2) Interim Ministry 
classes, via zoom, in 8 4-hour segments. These virtual sessions, to be 
followed by Field Work will be available as follows: 


e (WEEK 1) - MON NOV 14, 2022 THUR NOV 17, 2022 
e (WEEK 2) - MON NOV 28, 2022 THUR DEC 01, 2022 


12 pm - 4 pm (Eastern Time) or 9 am - 1 pm (Mountain Time). The full 


course description and registration link can be viewed on the CCH website: 


https://healthychurch.org/events-and-training/interim-ministry-classes- 
training/?event_id1=7135 


Conference Calendar 


November 8 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EST 
Clergy Conversations via Zoom 


November 10 @ 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm EST 
Board of Directors Meeting 


November 12 @ 2:00 pm - 3:00 pm EST 
Ordination of Thomas Mitchell 


November 15 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EST 
Clergy Conversations via Zoom 


November 17 @ 1:00 pm - 2:00 pm EST 
Live Harp Meditations for Ministers 


November 17 @ 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm EST 
Commission on Ministry Meeting 


November 22 @ 9:30 am - 11:00 am EST 
Zoom Conversation for Specialized Ministers 


November 22 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EST 
Clergy Conversations via Zoom 


November 24 - November 25 
Thanksgiving Holiday - Conference Office Closed 


November 29 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EST 
Clergy Conversations via Zoom 
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View the full calendar of events online: https://ww 


Conference Minister: Rev. Kim Wood; kwood@secuc 


Assoc. Conf. Minister: Rev. Heather Fosburgh; hfosburgt 


Generosity Coordinator: Min. Carrole Moss; cmoss@se 


Director of Communications: Don Harris; dharri 
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